Birna Helgadottir

Part 2: My Icelandic family tree

It says ættartré means family tree, Icelanders as I said before are very, very into their family and have always been into their family since the country was settled in 874, now this was actually prepared for me by my oldest brother who is like a good Icelander, and very, very into his origins, his ancestors and you can see me here at the bottom, I was born in December 1964 and these are my four brothers, this is my father, my grandfather, my great-grandfather and look it goes all the way to Harald Harfager, King of Norway, in 820, now I can do this through my father’s side of the family and I could do this through any side of my family, most Icelanders can, once you get back to sort of here, it all tends to run into one because we only know about a few of the very sort of grand people, but once you can trace your family back to about 1500, which, you know, any Icelander can with a little bit of research, he then can tap into the sort of history, the books and go back through the ancestry that way. Iceland is so unusual in this way that we’ve actually sort of, Icelandic people have actually made money out of this in that there is a genetic company called deCODE that has built up a DNA database which has all the DNA of Icelanders and because they know how everyone is related to each other they can actually see genes and how they’ve been inherited through the generations and do research based on, you know, gene variations and so on, so there’s money in this yeah, this is valuable. But this is actually, although this is a bit of fun and it doesn’t matter of course, everybody’s got family trees, they just don’t know them like we do, this is actually what is important to me about Iceland, its my family and that’s what brings me back and means that I will always visit even though I can’t, I haven’t been able to settle back there. I will always go back because I feel very connected to my family in Iceland, I don’t feel so connected, physically, to the country or to the culture, but what I do feel connected to, more than anything else is this family tree, I am a twig on that tree and I have to go back occasionally, once, twice a year to feel rooted again
ttartré and for me if I was going to sum up what Iceland is all about and what distinguishes Icelandic society it is this obsession with genealogy, æ
